Lamb, Lord Melbourne, of later days. As it is in this
character that he cuts a figure in English history, it
may be permitted to us to pause for a moment, and
examine it in greater detail.

To look at he was extremely prepossessing, "hand-
some, verging to portly," said an observer, "with a
sweet countenance and an expression of refined, easy,
careless good humour. He was too well-bred to seem
unpleasandy sensual; but his whole person, expression
and manner showed a pleasure-loving nature, indul-
gent to himself and to others." Indeed, age, while
abating little of the sparkle of his youthful good looks,
had enriched them with a new mellowness. His well-
cut countenance radiated the comfortable glow that
comes from years of good living; beneath his thick
greying brows the eyes gleamed out, brilliant as ever,
but with an added softness of geniality. His demean-
our was of a piece with his appearance. There is no
more talk of his arrogance or self-consciousness.
Natural talent had united with long experience to
make him the perfect man of the world, whose man-
ners, at once unobtrusive and accomplished, could
handle the most delicate situation with light-handed
mastery, and shed round every conversation an atmo-
sphere of delightful ease. Yet there was nothing studied
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